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On farms and farming

ARVEST

ONE MIGHT think a painting of a boy helding
awerflowing handfuls of juicy red strawberries was a
simple thing. As ene of the pieces in “Farms and Farm-
ers,” Sarah Ruth Vergin's curent exhibit at Edison’s
Smith & Wallee Gallery, the illustration of the yeung
farmworker is meant to conwey much more.

One of the messages Wergin says she’s trying to
send by showcasing images of the people who make
their living farming in Whatcom and Skagit counties
is that ewery person who helps feed us by toiling in
the soil has a story.

“The age of the person also has EE——

a lot to do with how we view them:
what their future is, what their
pastis, where they've been,” Vergin
nates. “It's a pretty profound thing
to be locking at what seems to be | §EE IT
a 12-year-old boy who has labored | WHAT: “Farms
all day in the hot sum toe pick straw- | and Fanmers”
barries. It's food and it's important, | Feteption
but how do we feel about that?™ WHEN: E-9pm
B . Sal_, July 28

Vergin doesn't claim to have all | wHERE: smith
the answers, but says the axtensive | & Valles Gallsy,
research she undertook in prepara- | 5472 Gilkey Ave,,
tion for creating the show helped | Edison
her spe that the fssues surmounding ::::ET' Entry s
local farms and farming are numer- | hpo; (36m
aus: how development is encroach- | acs-sgog
ing on area farms, immigration is-

sues and eating local are just the
tip of the icebeng.

“At first, I was really captured by the regional
landscape, but the more I met farmers and people
wha were working the land, the more intrigued I gat
by how hard people work,” Vergin says. °I became
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interested in considering the relationship between
people’s bodies and the land, the food itself and how
the cammunity is changing.”

Vergin says she enjoys connecting art with issues the
community is passionate about. In fact, she's putting
her pocketboak on the line. She's committed to donat-
ing five percent of the profits from the sales of her
“Farms and Farmers”™ show to Sustainable Connection’s
Feod and Farming pregram. In addition, the wine and
food served at the reception for the chow will come
from local farms—many of which will be depicted on
the walls of the expansive Smith & Yallee Gallery.

If wou take Chuckanut Drive and meander thraugh
the Skagit flats te get to Edison to see the show,
b sure to keep your eyes open for Vergint subject
matter. Om the beauteous drive, you'll see it all: the
farmland, the encroachment, the tourism. Perhaps
it'Ll make you think.

" Lot of farmers Locally are wery proud of what they
pay, but they themselves are not making much mon-
gy, Vergin points out. “Laborers never get enaugh
and farmers are always on the edge. I go to the Co-op
and stretch my budget to the limit to afford local
praduce. Were all doing what we can. It's a compli-
cated fssue.” @
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